
Ridgewood	High	School	Home	And	School	Association	
Meeting	Minutes	For	November	13th,	2012	

	
In	Attendence:	Tom	Gorman,	Lori	Weil,	Jamie	Frederick,	Carol	Olson,	Tara	
Callaghan,	(absent:	Lynn	Knight	and	David	Zrike,),	Basil	Pizzuto,	Jeff	Nyhuis,	Sheila	
Brogan,	Wandy	Reyes‐	Ortiz,	Carol	Rapaport,	tracy	Autera,	Kathey	Marshell,	Jenny	
Rabinowitz,	Karen	Feder,	Jin	Lee,	Maria	Wong,	Lisa	Sammatazo,	Jia	Liu,	Traci	
DuBois,	Elizebeth		Jastrzebska,	Donna	Pierce,	Gina	McDade,	Maureen	Martin,	Beth	
Holmes,	Elisa	Cerrina,	Keri	Hwang,	Parisa	Nasirzadeh,	Hadi	Falahatpisheh,	Joan	
Gaidimas,	Hannah	Fogg,	Jocelyn	Dreier,	Annette	Testa,	Sharon	Simoncini,	Cathy	
Brienza,	Jane	Stone,		Wendy	Joy,	Mercedes	Vidal,	Andrea	Redemacher,	Niena	Jerdee.	
	
Lori	Weil	called	the	meeting	to	order	and	welcomed	all	attendees.	She	thanked	Dan	
Fishbein	and	the	Board	of	Education	and	the	administrators	of	the	high	school	for	
keeping	the	community	informed	during	the	storm	and	also	for	their	effort	in	
keeping	the	college	applications	on	target.	
	
Motion	to	approve	minutes	from	the	October	meeting	was	called	for	and	was	
approved	by	Annette	Testa	and	seconded	by	Tracy	Autera.	
	
Student	Liaisons	were	not	present	at	the	meeting.	
	
Presidents	Report:	Tom	Gorman	informed	that	due	to	the	storm	and	school	
closure	the	quarter	ending	was	postponed	to	November	21st.	The	national	Honor	
Society	held	their	ceremony	on	the	25th	of	October	and	over	80	students	were	
inducted	into	the	Honor	Society.	The	visit	by	the	16	German	exchange	students	went	
well	and	they	visited	cities	like	Boston	and	New	York.	The	New	Players	produced	
Grapes	of	Wrath	and	was	well	received.	The	sports	teams	are	entering	their	post‐
season	games	although	they	were	pushed	back	a	little	due	to	the	storm.	The	winter	
sports	will	start	after	Thanks	Giving	so	as	to	give	the	students	a	break	and	to	enjoy	
the	Holidays.	The	SATs	were	moved	to	November	17th.	That	was	a	decision	by	the	
College	Board	as	the	East	Coast	had	been	affected	by	the	hurricane.	Friday	
November	16th	the	students	can	start	the	Bring	–Your‐Own	–Device	to	school.	They	
are	providing	the	wireless	network	connection	and	will	be	allowed	to	login	with	
their	username	and	password.	The	goal	is	to	eventually	start	using	technology	for	
classwork,	research	and	students	and	teachers	will	be	using	these	resources	
frequently.	There	is	no	pressure	to	go	out	and	by	any	devices	as	of	now.		
	
Question	was	asked	about	the	days	taken	off	of	the	April	break	due	to	the	storm	and	
was	informed	that	the	last	two	days	are	taken	off	as	of	now	and	will	work	
backwards	in	the	event	of	additional	school	closures.		
	
When	asked	about	the	2nd	quarter	ending	and	mid	terms	being	affected	by	the	
postponement	of	the	1st	quarter	ending,	Tom	Gorman	informed	that	they	are	
looking	into	the	dates	and	were	debating	whether	they	should	or	should	not	have	



midterms	the	same	way.	The	school	will	keep	us	posted	with	their	decisions	and	
students	will	be	informed	in	advance.	
On	asked	whether	the	students	were	allowed	to	take	notes	on	their	devices,	he	
answered	“yes”	and	they	will	be	encouraged	to	do	more	representations	with	
graphs,	pictures	etc.	The	teachers	will	tell	the	students	as	to	when	they	need	to	put	
away	their	devices	when	tests	are	being	given.		
Addressing	queries	on	different	technology/devices	and	recommendation,	Tom	
Gorman	said	that	he	will	get	back	with	more	details	at	a	later	time,	as	this	is	a	trial	
and	are	working	on	various	aspects	of	the	program.	
Basil	Pizzuto	informed	the	parents	that	students	were	told	not	to	leave	any	
valuables	in	the	gym	locker	as	they	are	not	secure	and	so	far	nothing	has	ever	been	
stolen	from	a	locked	hallway	locker.	
Tom	Gorman	and	Ruth	Parks	strongly	advised	parents	to	insure	the	devices	and	also	
put	in	a	tracking	device	if	available.		
Students	who	don’t	have	a	device	will	be	provided	with	access	to	one	in	school,	
although	right	now	they	don’t	have	any	options	of	buying/leasing	arrangements	
through	school.		
Friday	16th	will	be	the	celebrations	of	Veterans	Day	and	entirely	run	by	students.	
Breakfast	will	be	cooked	and	served	by	the	culinary	class	to	the	veterans	from	8‐
9am.	Different	social	studies	classes	will	have	panel	discussions	in	the	Little	Theater	
with	different	veterans	from	different	wars.	Singers	and	videographers	will	create	a	
tribute	to	Veterans	Day.	
Financial	aide	speakers	will	speak	to	the	seniors	on	December	6th.	Local	
scholarships	will	be	made	available	through	Naviance	after	December	4th.	The	
Guidance	department	has	caught	up	with	all	college	applications,	which	were	
hindered	by	the	storm,	and	colleges	have	been	very	accommodating	to	all	the	
schools	on	the	East	Coast.		
He	thanked	the	HSA	and	the	hospitality	committee	for	the	wonderful	breakfasts	that	
were	served	to	the	staff.	
	
Basil	Pizzuto:	Pasta	dinner	for	the	seniors	had	to	be	postponed	due	to	the	
weather	and	the	junior,	senior	dance	were	rescheduled	for	December	1st.The	
freshman/sophomore	dance	are	scheduled	to	be	held	in	January	2013.	He	also	
informed	the	parents	that	the	fire	drills	and	safety	drills	have	been	made	mandatory	
by	the	state	and	unfortunately	cannot	accommodate	for	the	weather	conditions	on	
those	dates;	therefore	students	are	being	advised	to	dress	accordingly.	The	student	
council	are	planning	food	drives	and	cleaning	supply	drives	to	much	needed	victims	
of	hurricane	Sandy	and	asked	to	encourage	students	to	donate	as	the	response	has	
been	rather	low	in	comparison	to	the	elementary	schools.	
	
Jeff	Nyhuis:	He	informed	that	on	December	4th	counselors	would	be	talking	to	the	
seniors	about	various	scholarships	that	are	made	available	through	various	donors.	
The	application	process	is	explained	and	everything	will	be	done	through	Naviance	
using	a	common	application	process.	All	these	scholarships	are	either	merit	based	
or	need	based	and	students	are	encouraged	to	apply	to	as	many	as	they	deem	



applicable.	Scholarships	are	given	out	in	May	at	the	award	ceremony.	The	school	
will	only	collect	the	applications	and	hand	it	over	to	the	various	organizations	that	
sponsor	these	scholarships	and	a	committee	will	make	the	final	decision.		
The	SATs	were	postponed	to	November	17th	by	the	state	although	RHS	were	in	the	
process	of	setting	up	an	alternate	facility,	which	was	Sommerville	Elem.,	which	did	
not	loose	power.		During	the	storm	the	Ed	center	was	set	up	for	the	school	
administrators	to	carry	on	the	college	application	process	and	were	in	constant	
communications	with	the	students	who	were	applying	and	needed	help.	Over	500	
applications	were	sent	out	during	this	time	in	order	to	keep	to	the	dead	line	
although	most	of	the	colleges	were	very	understanding	and	did	extend	the	
deadlines.	
SATs	vs	ACTs	handouts	were	circulated	and	he	explained	the	difference	and	
compared	the	scoring	methods.	He	elaborated	on	the	ACT	questions	being	more	
straightforward	as	opposed	to	SAT	questions	take	longer	to	figure	out	what	they	are	
asking.	Basically	ACT	tends	to	be	more	detail	oriented	and	knowledge	based	with	
essay	being	optional	whereas	SAT	tends	to	bring	out	the	reasoning	skills	and	
problem	solving	and	also	has	mandatory	essay	writing.	He	also	assured	the	parents	
that	most	colleges	accept	either	one	of	the	tests	and	the	decision	on	which	test	to	
take	depends	entirely	on	the	students.		
As	far	as	the	RHS	students	who	took	these	exams	he	said	that	91%	took	the	SATs	
and	48%	took	the	ACTs	and	about	44%	took	both.	The	numbers	are	on	the	rise	for	
those	who	are	taking	the	ACTs.	He	also	informed	of	a	program	that	Princeton	
Review	has	that	could	guide	you	as	to	which	test	your	son/daughter	would	do	better	
at	(Princeton	Review	Assessment).		
Most	of	the	students	at	RHS	take	2‐3	SAT	subject	tests.	Most	students	start	taking	
subject	tests	towards	end	of	junior	year.	Students	should	look	at	individual	colleges	
of	their	choice	to	determine	what	they	are	looking	for	and	work	towards	that.		
Lori	Weil	asked	about	scores	optional	schools	and	was	told	that	there	is	a	website	
on	guidance	(Fairtest.Org)	listing	test/score	optional	school	and	what	they	expect.	
For	kids	who	don’t	test	well	the	colleges	like	to	see	a	strong	transcript	with	rigorous	
classes	with	consistent	growth.	Also	they	want	to	see	involvement	in	clubs	and	
activities	with	some	focus.	Encourage	kids	to	make	references	to	any	capstone	
projects	that	they	were	involved	in,	in	their	application	more	meaningful.			
Jeff	Nyius	also	mentioned	that	in	the	spring	they	are	planning	to	offer	“Plan	Test”	
which	is	similar	to	the	PSAT	but	more	like	preliminary	ACT.	
When	asked	about	which	subject	tests	the	kids	should	take,	Jeff	advised	that	a	math	
and	History	or	any	subject	the	child	was	comfortable	with.	Generally	science	and	
languages	are	considered	harder	subject	tests.	It	depends	also	on	what	the	colleges	
are	looking	for	and	the	proposed	major.	
	
Faculty	Report:	Ruth	Parks	reported	on	the	successful	German	Exchange	
program	and	said	everything	went	very	well	with	no	emergencies	or	illness	and	the	
depth	of	emotional	farewell	was	a	testament	to	strong	bonds	the	kids	have	
established.	Overnight	trip	to	Boston	and	weekend	trip	to	Washington,	DC	went	off	



very	well.	The	German	students	have	visited	RHS	for	the	8th	time	and	RHS	visited	
Germany	6	times	so	far.		
She	mentioned	the	valuable	lessons	the	kids	learn	through	this	program	and	said	
the	kids	really	get	to	know	how	kids	in	other	parts	of	the	world	live	and	they	tend	to	
appreciate	things	more.	Having	built	a	relationship	it	encourages	kids	to	travel	
outside	and	visit	other	parts	of	the	world.	She	thanked	the	parents	who	made	this	
program	possible	by	hosting	the	exchange	students.	
She	also	encouraged	parents	to	ask	students	to	dress	in	layers	and	bring	
coats/jackets,	as	the	school	buildings	are	not	evenly	heated.		
She	also	thanked	Tom	Gorman	for	visiting	the	third	floor	on	a	regular	basis.	
	
Diane	Capetola	informed	that	with	the	BYOD	devices,	if	the	students	are	
experiencing	difficulty	logging	in	to	please	come	see	her	in	the	Library	as	they	need	
to	change	their	IDs	in	order	for	them	to	log	in.	
	
Board	Of	Education	Report:	Sheila	Brogan	said	that	the	teacher	contract	has	
been	ratified	and	signed	and	the	contract	is	good	till	2015.	
She	commended	on	the	coordinated	efforts	of	the	Village	and	the	Schools	in	having	
an	open	communication	throughout	Hurricane	Sandy.	The	school	being	the	charging	
station	greatly	helped	the	community	and	communication	through	skyward	helped	
enhance	the	services	to	those	who	needed	help.		
Parking	spaces	is	a	top	priority	with	the	BOE	and	will	be	discussed	at	the	village	
meeting	in	early	December.	They	are	looking	to	create	40	more	spots	on	Hermance	
or	Beverly.		
Tom	Gorman	elaborated	further	on	the	need	for	parking	spaces	closer	to	the	school.	
Several	hot	spots	have	been	provided	to	make	BYOD	efficient.	
The	BOE	decided	to	give	$400,000	towards	the	LC	project	and	are	looking	forward	
to	working	closely	with	the	parent	group.	The	Valley	Hospital	donated	$500,000	to	
the	district	towards	Health	and	Wellness	programs	in	the	schools.	The	funds	will	be	
utilized	over	a	period	of	five	years	to	promote	Health	and	Wellness	among	the	
schools.	The	Valley	hospital	and	the	HS	already	have	an	established	partnership	
through	the	RAHP	program	and	hope	to	continue	doing	so.	The	district	is	going	
through	the	QSAC	(Quality	Single	Accountability	Continuum)	monitoring	where	the	
state	inspectors	come	every	three	years	to	inspect	the	status	of	the	school.	The	areas	
inspected	are	governances,	building,	personnel,	facilities,	curriculum	and	all	these	
require	tremendous	amount	of	paperwork.	Ridgewood	School	District	is	deemed	a	
high	performance	district.	
She	informed	of	a	discussion/conversation	will	take	place	between	Mayor	Paul	
Aronsohn,	Deputy	Mayor	Albert	Pucciarelli	on	Saturday	17th	at	1pm	at	the	Village	
Hall	about	establishing	a	performing	art	center	and	encouraged	all	to	attend.	
	
President’s	Report:	Lori	Weil	thanked	the	Board	of	Education	for	the	generous	
contribution	of	$400,000	and	said	it	was	the	best	news	via	text	amidst	the	hurricane	
chaos	and	power	outages.	She	also	informed	of	the	postponement	of	the	fund	raising	
event,	which	was	scheduled	for	November	29th.		As	the	village	having	gone	through	



the	hurricane	devastation	it	was	deemed	too	soon	to	have	a	fund	raiser	and	having	
the	firm	commitment	from	the	BOE	on	the	LC	project	made	it	possible	to	go	ahead	
with	rescheduling	the	event	to	January	11th,	2013.	The	committee,	known	as	the	
“07450	Schools	Committee”	will	work	towards	enhancing	all	the	schools	in	the	
district	in	the	future.	So	far	they	have	raised	over	$650,000	and	have	about	
$250,000	more	to	go.	
She	thanked	the	REF	for	cosponsoring	the	speaker	series	and	she	thanked	Jeff	Nyius	
for	bringing	Peter	Van	Burskirk	to	talk	to	the	kids	and	later	to	the	parents.		
She	also	mentioned	about	the	gift	card	drive	that	is	going	on	to	help	the	family	
whose	house	burned	down	during	hurricane	Sandy.	She	encouraged	parents	to	send	
in	their	contributions	through	their	kids	to	any	guidance	counselors	or	through	RHS	
cares	drop	off	locations.		
Lastly	she	reported	that	the	Directory	is	finally	at	the	printers	and	after	having	
endured	power	outages	while	at	the	printers	will	be	mailed	out	within	a	week.		
	
Vice	President’s	Report:		Carol	Olson	had	nothing	to	report.	
	
Treasurer’s	Report:	Lynn	Knight	was	not	present	and	Lori	Weil	went	over	the	
financial	reports.	Inflows	of	directory	dues	are	consistent	with	previous	years.	
	
Communications:	Tara	Callaghan	requested	that	if	anyone	is	not	receiving	e‐
notices	to	please	contact	her.	
	
Development:	Jamie	Frederick	thanked	the	BOE	for	their	commitment	towards	
the	LC	and	informed	that	after	the	fundraising	event	on	Jan	11th	they	will	decide	if	
they	need	to	follow	up	with	any	other	activities.	As	of	now	everything	seems	to	be	
on	target.		
She	reported	on	behalf	of	David	Zrike	and	informed	that	the	Backwoods	movie	night	
will	be	rescheduled	and	the	YMCA	swim	night	at	a	later	date.	
	
Class	Report:	Tara	Callaghan	represented	the	class	of	2013	and	informed	that	
they	are	looking	for	space	to	construct	Project	Graduation	and	have	scheduled	a	
meeting.	Carol	Olson	represented	the	class	of	2014	and	mentioned	fundraising	is	in	
the	process	and	that	they	are	having	a	parent	social	in	March	and	a	parent	informal	
information	session	and	will	be	sending	out	information	soon.	Sharon	Simoncini	
reported	on	behalf	of	class	of	2015	and	encouraged	parents	to	come	up	with	ideas	
and	slogans	to	represent	the	class.	Karen	Feder	reported	on	class	of	2016	and	said	
they	are	working	on	team	building	project	ideas.	
	
Other	Business:	Kathy	Marshall	reported	on	the	College	Club	and	let	the	
community	know	of	the	approaching	Centennial	Gala	and	informed	of	their	
participation	with	the	school	and	guidance	department.	
The	meeting	was	adjourned	at	8:45pm.	
	
Respectfully	submitted	by	Bamini	Pillai.		


